
             LEGAL AID SOCIETY OF SAN DIEGO, INC. 
          UNLAWFUL DETAINER FLOWCHART 

 
 

EXCEPTIONS WHEN NO NOTICE REQUIRED: 

• Tenant served Notice of Intent to Vacate; 

• Expiration of fixed-term lease; 

• Employer/employee relationship.  

 

LANDLORD FILES 

UNLAWFUL DETAINER 

(“EVICTION”) ACTION IN 

COURT 

SERVICE OF SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT: 

• Personal Service (5 Days to Respond) 

• Substitute Service (15 Days to Respond) 

• Post and Mail (15 Days to Respond) 

•  

 

Notice expires and 

Tenant has failed to 

comply 

NOTICE: 

Landlord serves written 

termination notice 

Tenant Complies with 

Notice;  

No Unlawful Detainer 

 

Defendant Files Answer; 

Plaintiff Requests Trial 

Judgment for Eviction 

Defendant Does NOT File 

Response; 

Plaintiff Requests Default 

 

Sheriff Posts Writ and 5 

Day Notice to Vacate 

(time to post varies) 

 

LOCKOUT 

(5 days after posting) 

 

UNLAWFUL DETAINTER TRIAL 

(10-20 Days from Request) 

 

Defendant 

Wins;  

No Eviction 

Defendant 

Loses 

Parties Settle; 

Terms Vary 


